Twinning in mares: A survey of veterinarians and analyses of theriogenology records.
Responses of 22 veterinarians to a questionnaire and the records of three brood-mare farms were examined to obtain information on twinning. The incidence rates of multiple ovulations on the three farms were 9%, 11%, and 22%. The multiple ovulation rate was reduced 42-67% in foaling mares compared to barren and maiden mares. Multiple ovulations were significantly more frequent in Thoroughbreds (19%) than in Quarter Horses (9%) and Appaloosas (8%). Both the questionnaire and the farm records indicated a high degree of repeatability of multiple ovulations and twin pregnancies within mares and within certain family lines. The likelihood of multiple ovulations was approximately doubled when the preceding cycle also had multiple ovulations. On two of the farms, breeding was withheld or postponed until after the first ovulation when multiple follicles were present. There were no significant differences in overall reproductive efficiency (pregnancy and foaling rates) among the three farms and the incidence of observed twin abortions or births was low on all three farms (0.4, 0.2, and 0%, respectively).